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Awesome Alumnus Corporal Reid Bellamy

St. Mary’s High School graduate Corporal 
Reid Bellamy achieved a significant milestone 
for his Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) 
squadron in February. His commanding 
officer presented him with CH-147F Chinook 
helicopter flight engineer (FE) wings, the 
first “made in Canada” flight engineer wings 
awarded to aircrew for Canada’s new CH-
147F Chinooks. All of Corporal Bellamy’s 
training took place in Canada at 450 
Squadron based in Petawawa, Ontario.

Bruce-Grey Catholic grad achieves milestone for his air force squadron
“A flight engineer is the on-board 

systems expert, responsible for 
ensuring safe weight and balance 
limits, dealing with problems in 

flight, and maintaining the aircraft 
while away from home base.”  

– Cpl. Reid Bellamy

As a seasoned RCAF aviation technician, 
Reid was the first untrained FE to undertake 
operational cadre training without any 
previous experience on CH-146 Griffon or CH-
147D Chinook tactical aviation helicopters.

He began his training in September 2014 with 
an intensive ground school phase, followed 
by 110 hours in the flying and advanced 
tactical phases. He applied his new skills in a 
low-altitude, high-threat environment by day 
and night. During his training he learned basic 
sequences, tactics, accurate judgement of 
height and distance, confined area operations, 
troop insertions and extractions, pinnacle and 
slope landings, and load slinging.

In fact, he achieved such a high standard 
during the training that he was awarded the 
status of FE assessor.

The 15 new CH-147 heavy-lift, tandem-
rotor helicopters “are used for battlefield 

transport,” said Reid. “We help the Army 
get its personnel and equipment to where it 
needs to be. For overseas deployments the 
Chinooks are transported by the RCAF’s C-17 
Globemasters.”

Reid was born in Owen Sound and attended 
St. Basil’s and Notre Dame Schools, and St. 
Mary’s High School. He played hockey outside 
of school, “but what I really liked was taking 
things apart to figure out how they worked,” 
he said. “I was naturally curious. I was always 
trying to create something from nothing. I 
think that was the beginning of my career.”

He also played football on the St. Mary’s 
High School team where his coach, Alex Van 
Wieringen (who is now Principal of Notre 
Dame School), “did a great job mentoring the 
guys and pushed us to succeed.”

Reid joined the military in 2008 and spent 
three months in Quebec for basic training, 
followed by a stint at Borden, near Barrie, for 
trades training as an aircraft mechanic. He 
then joined 431 Air Demonstration Squadron 
in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, otherwise 
known as the “Snowbirds”, working on the 
Tutors.

On joining his current squadron, Reid 
immediately transferred his maintenance 

experience to the new Chinooks, conducting 
pre-flight inspections, refuelling, ground runs, 
walk-throughs and 100-hour inspections.

“Squadron personnel are actively acquiring 
the knowledge, skills and expertise needed 
to establish an in-Canada training capability,” 
said an RCAF media release, “including 
the operational cadre training that Cpl. 
Bellamy achieved, followed immediately by 
progressive levels of operational capability.”

It is anticipated that the Chinook fleet will 
be fully operational by 2017, with some 25 
flight engineers in 450 Squadron going, in 
the words of the squadron motto: “By Air to 
Battle”.

Reid is currently continuing his training 
in Wainwright, Alberta, working with the 
Canadian Army.

Brantford’s loss is Hanover’s gain as Jamie 
McKinnon has been appointed Director 
of Education for the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
District School Board, effective July 20. 
He comes to Hanover from the Brant 
Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School 
Board in Brantford, where he is currently 
Superintendent of Education.

Jamie succeeds Cathy Montreuil who will 
join the province’s Ministry of Education 
July 1 as Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Education.

Jamie brings to the BGCDSB more than 28 
years’ experience as a teacher, principal 
and superintendent. Currently, he is 
responsible for student achievement and 
student success, leadership development, 
alternative and continuing education.

Prior to his appointment as Superintendent, 
Jamie was a teacher, vice principal and 
principal at the Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board.

He is a graduate of Queen’s University 
and the University of Western Ontario. He 
earned his Master of Education degree 
in leadership and management from the 
University of Southern Queensland in 
Australia.

BGCDSB Chair Beverley Eckensweiler 
commented on Jamie’s appointment: 
“We are confident that in the appointment 
of Jamie McKinnon, we have found a 
system leader who can continue the great 
strides our board has made with respect 
to student achievement and providing 
inspired Catholic leadership into the 
future.”

Bruce-Grey Catholic Board 
appoints new Director of Education

Students win public speaking contest
Mother Teresa School in Walkerton hosted the Bruce County Public Speaking Competition 
in March. Two Bruce-Grey Catholic school students were among the winners: Claire 
MacKay of Mother Teresa School came second in the Intermediate contest, and Braydon 
Rhody, also of Mother Teresa, took third place in the Junior event.

Bruce County Council has been sponsoring the event for over 50 years.



Director’s Message
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Reflection
As I prepare to assume the Deputy 
Minister of Education role, I reflect 
fondly and with considerable pride on 
the past eight years with Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board. The 
achievements that have been gained for 
students in the areas of Reading, Writing 
and Mathematics have been paralleled 
by provincial leadership in the area of 
technology in the classroom.

Most importantly, we have continued to 
deliver a Catholic Education, inspired 
by Gospel teaching and guided by our 
Virtues of Deep Caring. Our students 
have benefitted from instructional units 
written by teachers and aligned with 
our secondary Religion courses on 
the importance of developing positive 
mental health and on the importance 
of our Catholic teaching on respecting 
the dignity of every person, a teaching 
that helps de-stigmatize those with 
mental health challenges. Our staff 
and students have benefitted from 
MOOCS (massive open online courses) 
that support Lent, Advent and prayer 
life. In September, our grade 9 and 10 
students will have access to modernized 
course work in their Religion courses 
that bring together Catholic values and 
21st Century learning. Our elementary 
students continue to develop leadership 
and positive relationships with each 
other with Spirit in Motion peer leaders, 
while our secondary schools continue 
to develop Catholic Leadership with 
the Trinity Peer Leadership program. 
Students continue to develop Catholic 
Values through a curriculum that is 
infused with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ.

Provincially, we have been invited to 
represent Ontario Education at an 
International conference held in Toronto. 
We have presented our learning and 
leadership discussed above in a variety 
of opportunities across the province. 
Five of our 13 schools have been 
awarded recognition on their service and 

effective Catholic Education. Two of our 
administrators have achieved recognition 
as Canada’s Outstanding Principals and 
two more recognized provincially as 
principal of the year.

We have maintained balanced budgets 
while building additions and improving 
facilities at five of our schools and will 
shortly be breaking ground for our 
technology program at Sacred Heart 
High School.

Every one of these accomplishments 
benefits students. Every one of these 
accomplishments has earned the Board 
the reputation of being effective and 
student-centred. Most importantly, they 
are the result of very hard work, by very 
dedicated Trustees, administration and 
central staff, teachers, support staff, 
parents, students, parish priests and 
community partners.

I will remember fondly the relationships 
and accomplishments at Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board. I thank 
everyone for always remembering and 
trust they will continue to “Let Your Light 
Shine!”

Please accept my prayers for you and 
your families for a safe and healthy 
summer!

Cahterine Montreuil,  
Director of Education.

Twenty-six Bruce-Grey Catholic District 
School Board students were recognized at the 
Board’s annual “Applause Breakfast Awards” 
event, May 4, at Klages Mill in Chesley.

“We believe it is important to formally 
recognize the efforts and achievements of 
students whose presence and actions are 
foundational to our success,” said Director of 
Education Catherine Montreuil.

The “Applause Breakfast Awards” Program 
honours two students from each of the 
Board’s schools and their parents for their 
ongoing contributions to their respective 
school communities

This year, the following students were 
recognized with a certificate and an award:

Mary Immaculate School, Chepstow
Wilhem McDonald 
Savonna Sawyer

St. Peter & St. Paul’s School, Durham
Savannah Da Silva 
Alexandra Mendonca

Immaculate Conception School, 
Formosa
Kristen Dillon 
Travis Rawn

Holy Family School, Hanover
Nick Ernewein 
Grace Weber

St. Anthony’s School, Kincardine
Faith Catalan 
Katie Voskamp

Sacred Heart School, Mildmay
Dylan Weber 
Alicia Spitzig

St. Basil’s School, Owen Sound
Kiersty Hogan-Pichay 
Alekzander Nuhn

Applause Breakfast recognizes 
student achievement

Notre Dame Catholic School, Owen 
Sound
Mia Labus 
Bradley McConkey

St. Joseph’s School, Port Elgin
Jack Evans 
Lydia Pittas

Sacred Heart School, Teeswater
Cornelis Groenewegen 
Mickayla Christie

Mother Teresa School, Walkerton
Davis Huber 
Amy Strader

St. Mary’s High School, Owen Sound
Adam Ritchie 
Alicia Cook

Sacred Heart High School, Walkerton
Adam Wilson 
Sean Castillo

Thank you sponsors
The Board thanks the following sponsors who 
made this event possible:

Altus Dynamics
Al Reich’s Construction
Allen-Hastings Ltd.
BDO Financial Services
Borden Ladner Gervais
D.J. Peat Roofing/Sheet Metal
Durrer’s General Contracting
Eric Cox Sanitation
Excel Business Systems
H. Bye Construction
Hicks Morley
Holst Office Supply
Keel Cottrelle LLP
Martin’s School Bus Transit
Montgomery Bus Lines
Packet-Tel Corp
SRM Architects
Wayne’s Electric
WSP Canada Inc.

Holy Family students present 
business plans
Earlier this year, Debbie Legace, a grade 8 
teacher at Hanover’s Holy Family School, gave 
her students a challenging assignment – to 
work on business projects. By early May, 14 
business plans had been prepared and it was 
time for the students to present them. But to 
give the students a “real world” experience, 
Debbie asked the Economic Development 
Co-ordinators from the Town of Hanover and 
Grey County, Savanna Schaus and Merideth 
Bowers respectively, to judge the projects and 
present prizes for the three best business 
plans. A photo of Debbie’s class was also 
featured on the town’s website.

As a result of Debbie’s assignment, one of her 
students came to the attention of Savanna. 
Makenzie Ermel’s plan was for a business 
drawing caricatures and Savanna wanted 
Makenzie to be part of a new economic 
development venture in Hanover.

Local professional photographer Ethan 
Bender, in partnership with the Town of 
Hanover, had just developed “The Main Street 
Project”, a gallery and book featuring some 
150 Hanover business people, including 
Makenzie, designed to promote the Hanover 
area as a good place to start or locate a 
business.

Board stages first STEM Faire in 
Owen Sound
The Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board held its first ever STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) Faire May 22 at the Harry Lumley Bayshore Community Centre in Owen 
Sound.

All Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB students in grades 4 through 8 attended the event and 
experienced hands-on workshops, participated in activities and viewed demonstrations dealing 
with science, technology, engineering and math.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. students explored over 50 different “stations” including CO2 drag 
racers, 8bit painting, robotics, high speed photography, 3D printing, silhouette design, Lego, 
rocket launching and cardboard box challenges. A number of secondary students were on 
hand to assist the younger students. The event was opened up to the public at 2 p.m. so the 
community could also learn more about STEM activities and opportunities.

Community sponsors were Bruce 
Power, Energizer Canada and The 
Rocking Horse. Community volunteers 
included Liz Shantz, Barb Fitzsimmons, 
and the Owen Sound Children’s 
Library, along with secondary students 
and staff from St. Mary’s High School 
in Owen Sound and Sacred Heart High 
School in Walkerton.

The Faire was also supported through 
the Bruce-Grey DSB Innovation fund, 
an initiative to encourage 21st Century 
Learning.
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Students celebrate the arts

SHHS in Walkerton wins 
international yearbook award
The results are in. The Sacred Heart High School (SHHS) yearbook cover for 2015 placed 
third in all of North America in the Friesen Yearbooks contest. The cover had earlier 
placed third in the region. The recognition comes with a point and shoot camera.

First place went to San Leandro High School in California, with second place going to 
Mount Boucherie Secondary School in Kelowna, British Columbia.

The SHHS 2015 Yearbook Committee: Front – Gina Spiradaki, Shelby Desjardins, 
Frankie Ng. Back – Antonette Nolan, Christine Schuknecht, Danielle Weber. Absent 
– Logan Woods, Sofia Tiu, Jade Laird-Umanentz, James Power. Advisors: Christie 
Hopcraft, Deborah Hicks.

St. Mary’s High School 
entrepreneurs gain real world 
business experience
Teacher Andrew Low’s grade 11 class at 
St. Mary’s High School in Owen Sound has 
been learning first hand what it’s like to be 
an entrepreneur, from testing a business 
idea through to running it and evaluating its 
success.

Early this semester, the students went 
through a needs analysis in the community to 
determine the type of businesses that would 
be successful.

To learn more about the responsibilities, 
strategies, and methods of running a 
business, the class held an investors fair 
where members of the community could 
meet with the student groups, assess their 
business plans and decide if they would like 
to assist them in realizing their goals.

“We sent out invitations with a business profile 
and projected funds necessary for start-up,” 
said Andrew.

Each group had a display and investors could 
meet and talk over ideas with them. Investors 
then made their deals and signed contracts. 

“I was responsible for tracking the money,” 
Andrew added.

Students will then need to account for every 
dollar spent and create a report at the end of 
the project. Groups that were not successful 
will return as much of the investment as 
possible, along with a report explaining why 
they were not successful.

At press time, the businesses were 
concentrating on market research and 
advertising, but some of them had started 
production as well.

The five year graduation rate for students of 
the Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board 
is 88 per cent, compared with 84 per cent for 
the province as a whole. The four year rate 
is 81 per cent, compared with the province’s 
76 per cent. The numbers are based on the 
2009-2010 grade 9 cohort.

“We are extremely proud of the excellent work 
being done in all our Catholic schools,” said 
Catherine Montreuil, Director of Education. 
“The dedicated and caring staff at our 
secondary schools work diligently to ensure 
the success of each and every student.”

For example, the Board has developed a 
dynamic Specialist High Skills Major program 
in Health and Wellness, and has focused on 
credit rescue and credit recovery. The schools 
have also extended extra support for students 
who need focused instruction and practice in 
any subject area.

In addition, the BGCDSB has promoted 
21st century learning strategies to increase 
thinking, achievement and engagement. The 
Board has committed to refreshing technology 
in all schools, including network and server 
upgrades, and has invested in additional 
Chromebooks and iPads, to get the right 
technology into the hands of each student.

The success in Bruce-Grey Catholic 
secondary schools has been recognized 
provincially. Sacred Heart High School in 
Walkerton received the Bette Stephenson 
Award from the Education Quality and 
Accountability Office in 2009 and again in 
2014. Recently, Murry Kuntz, Principal of 
St. Mary’s High School in Owen Sound was 
named one of Canada’s Most Outstanding 
Principals by the Learning Partnership.

“These awards represent the combined 
efforts and hard work of our entire staff,” said 
Catherine, “supported by senior administration 
at the Board level.”

The 88 per cent success rate includes all 
students who met the criteria for the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma. “Bruce-Grey 
Catholic DSB,” she added, “also celebrates 
our students who have achieved their 
Ontario Secondary School Certificate of 
Accomplishment leading to work for some 
students or assisted living for others, and 
whose achievement is not reflected in this 
statistic.”

For more information visit the Ministry of 
Education website at http://edu.gov.on.ca/

Bruce-Grey Catholic Board’s 
graduation rate exceeds provincial rate

On Monday, May 4, Hanover’s Holy Family 
School celebrated Music Monday at Holy 
Family Church. Students from all classes 
performed a variety of acts for the show, 
including award winning numbers from 
the Rotary Music Festival in Walkerton. 
The show also featured winners from the 
school’s recent talent competition, “Holy 

Family’s Got Talent”, as well as student 
artwork.

“Music Monday is a celebration of all the 
arts,” said teacher Deb Legace, one of the 
organizers of the event, “and it is now in 
its sixth year.”

As soon as she heard a presentation by four 
girls from the Me to We organization at her 
school, Marley Roberts knew that a mission 
trip was in her immediate future. The grade 
8 student from Owen Sound’s Notre Dame 
School signed up on the spot and was 
recently informed she would be on her way to 
Kenya on a three-week mission trip.

While in Kenya, Marley will help with the 
construction of a school and will also take 
in Kenya’s culture. “We will be part of those 
children’s education,” she said.

Georgian Bluffs student going to 
Kenya on mission trip

Marley has to come up with $5,000 for her 
return flight to Kenya and has been assigned 
a coach who is helping her prepare for the 
trip, including providing fundraising ideas.

Kenya has been the site of several terrorist 
incidents recently, but Marley has been 
assured the trip will be safe. She will be in 
southern Kenya near the Tanzanian border, 
far from eastern Kenya where al-Shabaab 
militants stormed a university earlier this year, 
killing 148 and injuring another 80.

The trip carries other risks including diseases, 
but the group will have immediate access to 
medical personnel and facilities.

After the trip, Marley sees herself doing more 
missionary work and volunteering, not only 
abroad, but locally as well. “I am sure it will 
change my mindset about the way I live.”

– With information from the Owen Sound Sun 
Times.

According to Wikipedia, Me to We is 
a for-profit social enterprise founded 
in 2008 by Canadian brothers Craig 
Kielburger and Marc Kielburger, that 
provides socially responsible products 
and services and donates half of its 
profits to the charity Free the Children. 

http://edu.gov.on.ca/
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Produced by the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
District School Board to inform ratepayers 
about news and activities.

Editor: Terry K. Diggle & Associates

Catholic Community Newsletter 
attempts to provide an overview of the 
accomplishments, the challenges and 
issues for the Bruce-Grey Catholic system 
as a whole.

Comments may be directed to:  
519-364-5820 
Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board 
799 –16th Avenue, Hanover ON  N4N 3A1 
www.bgcdsb.org

The Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board can issue tax receipts, in the full 
amount, for any financial donations made 
to its schools. Cheques should be made 
payable to the Bruce-Grey Catholic District 
School Board Charitable Trust and the 
name of the school should be noted in 
the memo line. Check to be sure – if your 
taxes are not directed to the Catholic school 
system, you can’t vote for Catholic trustees 
in the next election.

Catholic Community 
Newsletter

Visit us online
Take a look at 
our website, 
www.bgcdsb.org. 

For instant 
access, use this 
QR Code.

Students participate in national 
science fair
Two students from the Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board participated in the 
Canada-Wide Science Fair in Fredericton, New Brunswick.

Saving The Planet One 
Wetland at a Time
This was Connor Maxwell’s fourth science 
fair. In the previous two years, the grade 7 
student from Hanover’s Holy Family School 
studied the mortality rates of brine shrimp, 
including the effects of certain pollutants 
on the shrimp. This year, he thought it 
would be interesting to see if wetlands 
could improve the survival rate of the 
crustaceans.

He conducted 64 experiments to 
examine the efficiency and effectiveness 
of wetlands at filtering out oil, vinegar, 

fertilizer and detergent. He discovered that wetlands are remarkable at filtering pollutants 
and that wetland filtration dramatically improved the survival rate of brine shrimp.

Development of Latent 2-D 
Footwear Impressions:  
An Improved Methodology
Kathleen Myatt is a grade 9 student at 
Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton. 
She has participated in every regional 
science fair since she was in grade 4. This 
is her third time competing at the Canada-
Wide Science Fair.

Kathleen got the idea for her project after 
speaking to a forensic officer who said that 
a significant problem for forensic officers is 
attempting to develop latent 2-D footwear 

impressions. She went to work on an experiment to create an innovative way to develop 
latent, two dimensional footwear impressions on paper. Current methods are difficult to 
execute and to achieve accurate results. She discovered that applying a method used to 
develop latent fingerprints proved to be far superior than current methods.

Donate to your local 
Bruce-Grey Catholic 
school or the Board 
on-line
You can donate on-line to your local 
Catholic school or the Board through 
“Canada Helps”.

Making a donation on-line is simple and 
secure. Just type the web address into 
your browser:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
bruce-grey-catholic-district-school-board-
charitable-trust/

In a few easy steps you can make 
a donation to your school or board. 
When your donation is completed, the 
Board will receive an electronic notice 
of the donation and you will receive 
an immediate email with a tax receipt 
from Canada Helps. This reduces 
administration costs for your school and 
the Board.

The funds you donate will be used in 
accordance with your direction and the 
school will be notified of your donation. 
In the message section, please specify 
the intended use: breakfast program, 
playground equipment, school supplies, 
etc.

If you would like to donate by cheque, 
visit:

http://www.bgcdsb.org/about_bruce-_
grey_c_d_s_b/charitable_trust_donations 
and click on the downloadable pdf form, 
or contact your school for a copy of the 
form.

Students in the Bruce-Grey Catholic and 
Bluewater District School Boards were unable 
to attend the annual We Day in Waterloo in 
early November because of a snowstorm. 
While they might have missed the Waterloo 
event, thanks to a team of staff members 
from both boards and a number of local 
sponsors, they were able to attend their own 
local event in mid-May.

On Monday, May 11, 460 grade 3 to 12 
students from across Bruce and Grey 
counties came together at the Unifor 
Education Centre in Port Elgin for We Day – 
We R 2gether: Empowerment 2015.

It was a day dedicated to empowering others, 
encouraging leadership skills and celebrating 
the incredible works of social justice occurring 
in Bruce-Grey schools and communities. The 
day featured a variety of performers and 
motivational speakers, and highlighted the 
social justice work students have completed 
locally and globally in the past year.

“We Day is a celebration of the actions of 
young people to change the world and an 

opportunity to inspire them to redefine what 
is possible,” said Amy Kieffer, Religion and 
Family Life Consultant with the Bruce-Grey 
Catholic DSB. “You can’t buy a ticket to We 
Day,” she said, “you have to earn it by taking 
local and global actions.”

A number of Bruce-Grey Catholic school 
students and graduates performed and 
spoke at the event. Brontae Hunter is a 
young musician and theatre performer from 
Kincardine who has performed in such shows 
as Meet Me In St. Louis and Les Miserables. 
She is currently rehearsing for Innocence 
Lost at Sacred Heart High School. The Sacred 
Heart High School dancers performed We 
Are Here by Alicia Keyes. Garrett McFadden, 
another presenter, is a graduate of St. 
Anthony’s School. Sonja Tsereteli, a grade 
9 student at Sacred Heart High School 
performed Sweater Weather.

Amy added, “We also thank our community 
partners who helped make the day possible 
through their sponsorships.”

Bruce Power
Trillium Mutual Insurance
Leslie Ford
The One
Jen Fowler, Investors Group Port Elgin
Knight of Columbus, Owen Sound Council
Bruce-Grey Elementary OECTA Unit
Super 8 Motel, Port Elgin
Bluewater DSB
Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB

Snow Day launches special We Day 
for local students.

What is We Day?
Free The Children, Me to We, We Act 
and We Day all share the same goal: to 
empower a generation to shift the world 
from “me” to “we”–from a focus on the 
individual to the power of community.

Poster Contest
Makenzie Ermel, a grade 8 student 
at Hanover’s Holy Family School, was 
presented with an IPad for winning the 
Knights of Columbus Substance Abuse 
Poster Contest at the Ontario State level. 
She now goes on to the international level. 
In the photo: Gary Fedy, Grand Knight of 
Monsignor Lenhard Council 5607 Hanover; 
Makenzie; Jim Oering, District 28 District 
Deputy.

Student organizes fundraising 
walk for autism
Autumn Colwell, a grade 7 student at Holy 
Family School in Hanover, is passionate 
about creating awareness about autism. 
For a class social justice project, Autumn 
researched and presented information 
about “Autism Speaks Canada” (www.
autismspeaks.ca). She approached her 
teacher, Alexis Kirk, about having an autism 
fundraiser at her school. Together they 
organized a “Walk for Autism Speaks” at the 
school. Students rallied to support Autumn 
and her cause. In the photo are students 
Noah Kramer, Ryan Colwell, Autumn Colwell 
and teacher, Alexis Kirk.
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